Welcome to Five Branches University
Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental
Medicine Program

F

ive Branches University launched its Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine
(DAOM) program in September 2006, and its Chinese DAOM program in October 2008.

Since its inception, we have enrolled 371 doctoral students of which 137 have graduated.

During this time, the significant contributions of faculty, staff and students have allowed us to
realize our vision: enriching the practice of TCM through lively, thought-provoking, in-depth
training with masters from China, Europe and the U.S.
The DAOM program is designed to bring your TCM practice to the highest level. Expert
TCM practitioners, clinical specialists and Western MD’s present a stimulating and rigorous
curriculum. Through extensive clinical training, exposure to research, and in-depth-instruction
in a specialty of your choice you can bring your knowledge, skills and practice to a new level of
expertise. Hospitals such as Kaiser Permanente, research centers such as NIH, and universities
such as Stanford, already recognize and seek DAOM graduates.
We believe that Traditional Chinese Medicine will continue to play a growing and central role
in future healthcare and integrative medical systems. Our goal is to serve and we are devoted to
the transmission of this profound body of knowledge to patients throughout the US and internationally.
We invite you to visit our beautiful San Jose campus on Santana Row to preview this exceptional program. In a personal preview or information session you will have the opportunity to
evaluate the program curriculum first-hand and discern its potential impact on your current practice. Meanwhile, visit our website at www.fivebranches.edu to download the DAOM catalog and
application for admission, or call us directly to request a printed catalog. Our admissions staff is
available to answer your questions and to arrange a personal tour.
Thank you for your interest in the Five Branches University Doctor of Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine (DAOM) program.

Sincerely,

Ron Zaidman
Five Branches University President & CEO
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RON ZAIDMAN
PRESIDENT & CEO

DAOM Program Highlights

■ A Modern Integrative Medical
Curriculum
Our modern integrative medical curriculum bridges the
gap between TCM and biomedicine approaches, promoting cross-referrals and inter-disciplinary medicine.
The program covers both the TCM and Western medicine perspective of a core TCM practice and each medical subspecialty of family medicine.

■ Clinical Training with TCM and
Western Medicine Experts
Receive extensive clinical training from renowned senior TCM practitioners and biomedicine experts from
China, the U.S., and Europe in the following clinic
environments: the Five Branches health centers, local
community clinics and hospitals, and major hospitals
affiliated with our sister colleges in China.

■ Medical Specialization
The DAOM curriculum emphasizes advanced clinical
TCM with broad exposure to family medicine (the core
of a LAc.’s practice) and the option to specialize in:
• Women’s Health and Endocrinology
• Neuromuscular Medicine and Pain Management
• Auricular Medicine (optional)
• Cerebro-Cardiovascular Diseases (optional)

■ Earn a Ph.D. in China
Upon completion of the program, you will be awarded
a Doctor of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine
degree by Five Branches University. With an additional year of study, partially in China, you may earn a
Ph.D. degree awarded by one of our sister colleges:
Zhejiang Chinese Medical University, Tianjin
University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, and
Liaoning University of Traditional Chinese Medicine.
The Ph.D. degree is acknowledged by foreign credentials review agencies as equivalent to a Ph.D. in the U.S.
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■ Research and Capstone Project
Learn how to assess evidence-based medicine, review
new trends in TCM research and enhance your TCM
scientific thinking skills. The capstone, an extensive
research project in the final phase of the program, will
allow you to demonstrate mastery in formal presentation, clinical evaluation and practice, and research capability. The capstone project, focused on your chosen
field of specialization, will require quantitative and
qualitative analyses as well as inductive and deductive
research methods.

■ Meets California and National CEU
Requirements
Almost all DAOM courses offered throughout the program
fulfill both California and national CEU requirements.

■ Flexible 4-Day Module Designed
For Working Professionals
Our monthly modular format of three to four-day weekend intensives, with a flexible clinical training schedule,
allows you to earn a doctorate degree in as little as 24
months while maintaining your private practice.

■ Trimester Admissions
Applications for admission are reviewed throughout the
year. New entering students are accepted on a trimester
basis, in September, January, and May.

■ Federal Financial Aid Available
Five Branches University is an accredited institution of
higher education approved to participate in federal
financial aid programs. Our financial aid programs can
assist you with the financial costs of a DAOM education, including tuition, fees, books, supplies, and the
cost to attend the program 3–4 days each month.
Students who are enrolled in the DAOM program for
a minimum of three units each trimester are eligible for
in-school deferment for their Federal Stafford Loans or
Consolidated Federal Loans.

The University
Two Campuses
Ten Programs
Mission and Purpose
Vision and Values
Center for International Medicine and
Education
History of Five Branches
History Highlights
Accreditation and Approvals
Board of Directors

10

San Jose Campus

36

Admissions

42

Financial Aid, Tuition & Fees
Federal Student Financial Aid
Financial Aid Policies
Tuition and Fees

46

DAOM Faculty
U.S. Faculty
International Faculty

20

DAOM Administration
DAOM Program Administration
University Administration

22

The DAOM Program
Program Highlights
Mission and Purpose
Educational Objectives
Program Overview
Academic Calendar
Course Descriptions
Foundation Modules
Research Methodology
Clinical Medicine Modules
Specialization Modules
Practicum Training
Capstone Project
Earn a PhD in China

Academic Policies
Student Handbook
Part Time Studies—Four Year Limit
Academic and Clinic Class Size
Attendance
Leave of Absence
Withdrawal from the Program
Grading Policy
Cumulative Review and Competency
Exams
Review Process
DAOM Academic Committee
Standards of Professionalism
Academic Warning and Probation
Academic Dismissal
Academic Appeal
Grievance Procedure
Student Records
Transferability of Credits and
Credentials Earned at Five
Branches University
Graduation and Granting of Degree
Non-discrimination Policy
Bureau for Private Postsecondary
Education

San Jose, California
San Jose Campus
Student Services

14

Visit Five Branches
Applying to Five Branches
The Admissions Process
International Applicants
Transfer Students

51

Application for Admission

3

Table of Contents

4

The Doctor of
Acupuncture and
Oriental Medicine
(DAOM) catalog was
published online on
May 11, 2015, is
effective through
December 31, 2015,
and is subject to
change without notice.
Any changes and/or
edits are reflected and
published in a catalog
addendum. The DAOM
catalog is a publication
of Five Branches
University, Graduate
School of Traditional
Chinese Medicine,
Santa Cruz and San
Jose, California.

